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ST. CROIX VALLEY FOUNDATION HOLDS ANNUAL CELEBRATION

August 7, 2009, HUDSON, WI – The St. Croix Valley Foundation held its second annual Celebration of Philanthropy event on Thursday at Boutwells Landing Town Center.  The event, held to honor donors from throughout the St. Croix Valley, was attended by 60 people from the Foundation’s five-county service area.  Many of the Foundation’s founders were on hand, including Marilyn McCarty from New Richmond, David Brandt, Orv Johnson, Jim Bradshaw and John Baird, all of Stillwater, Rita and Bill Lawson from Somerset, as well as the current members of the Board, who come from various communities throughout the five-county area the Foundation serves..
Rachel McDonough, a certified financial planner with Merrill Lynch in Minneapolis, presented a program titled “Don’t Count Your Money, Make Your Money Count.”
“This event, held a year ago for the first time, is one way to thank all the donors and volunteers who work to make the St. Croix Valley and its communities even better for all who live and work here,” said Jane Hetland Stevenson, president of the Foundation.

The Foundation, which just changed its name from the St. Croix Valley Community Foundation, was established in 1995 by progressive citizens who saw the benefits that a community foundation could bring to the Valley.  Currently at over $16 million in assets, the Foundation makes grants of nearly $2 million each year to nonprofit organizations, projects and causes throughout the region.  In addition to the Foundation’s headquarters in Hudson, which serves the entire Valley, five affiliated foundations provide philanthropic services to individual communities.  They include: the Hudson Community Fund; the River Falls Community Fund; the Amery Community Foundation, the Afton Community Foundation and the Chisago Lakes Area Community Foundation.
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